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This year’s National Vegetable Expo saw a record number of 
visitors to the expo site with about 1200 people coming through 

over the two days. Visitors from South Africa, India, Fiji, New 
Zealand, as well as a large number of growers from other States 
had the organisers, exhibitors and seed companies delighted with 
the level of interest.

With over 50 exhibitors and 11 seed companies showing their 
wares, visitors were shown some of the best the vegetable industry 
has to offer. The ability of seed companies to be able to grow 
and display multiple varieties simultaneously drew growers of all 
commodities to this unique event. The event is not restricted to 

just one type of crop so there is no similar event anywhere else in 
Australia.

VGA Vic is currently negotiating with the Government to 
extend the lease on the Werribee site until development and the 
Expo Committee would like to assure everyone that they will do 
everything possible to continue to hold this event in the future. 
Watch this space.

VGA Vic would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the Expo Committee and all involved for their efforts in once again 
holding such an outstanding event.

For more coverage of the Expo please go to pages 4 and 5.

National Vegetable Expo 
Werribee 2013



THE JOURNAL OF THE VEGETABLE GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA (INC)2.

What’s happening in our industry? 

Congratulations are in order to a lot of hard 
working committees that have made the 
following events such a great success. Firstly, 
the bi-annual National Vegetable Expo at 
Werribee. This event is Australia’s best 
display of vegetable varieties available from 
all the major seed companies in Australia. 
Grown at the one time, all together, side-by-
side, the display was magnificent. Growers 
from all over Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and 
South Africa were there and it was definitely 
an event not to be missed. Well done to 
everybody connected with the event. 

The AUSVEG National Conference at 
Jupiters Casino on the Gold Coast in late May 
to early June was again Australia’s biggest 
horticultural event.  Growers and industry 
people, together with some Federal politicians 
and guest speakers from within the industry, 
made the three days of nonstop meetings 
and sessions very worthwhile. Congratulations 
go to all the winners in Vegetable and Potato 
Industry Awards and also to AUSVEG for their 
organisation of this great event. 

As you know there have recently been 
HAL R&D Levy Payers meetings held around 
Australia. Victoria’s meetings were held at 
Werribee South and Cranbourne in May and 
growers had the opportunity to have their say 
and listen to what’s happening in the R&D 
Program. 

In April I attended the MMA’s School 
Program at a couple of local schools 
around the Keilor area to speak to school 
children about how veggies are grown. 
This magnificent program educates young 
children on the healthy advantages of 
fresh veggies and where they come from 
using Australian grown fresh veggies. 
These kids are our future consumers so 
we must keep this school program going. 
Two knowledgeable presenters, Teshia and 
Carolyn, need all our support. Remember 
fellow growers, when we ask, please support 
this program with your great fresh produce. 

In relation to the new market at Epping, 

since October last year the VGA has engaged 
Manny Spiteri, a logistics consultant, to help 
communicate our issues regarding moving to 
Epping to the State Government in a formal 
and documented way. This has helped our 
case enormously, but there are many issues 
still to be resolved. The biggest issue is that at 
the Footscray Road Market there are 13,944 
sq metres. The new Market has a reduced 
area of 6,488 square meters; a decrease in 
size by almost 50%. So where and how do we 
accommodate everybody into a smaller area? 
How will stands be allocated? What happens 
to the stallholder who misses out? These are 
all vital questions that need to be answered 
before any ballot can be conducted. Ask your 
local politician what he or she is going to do 
to help you if you don’t get allocated a stand. 
Are they  going to pay your mortgage for you?

In early May we ran two meetings on the 
trading floor at the Footscray Road Market 
letting stallholders know where things were 
at regarding the Epping move. Both were 
very successful and informative. Thanks to 
everybody who filled out the questionnaires 
and supported the relocation fund to help 
keep things going. 

Again I must thank Grower’s Advisory 
Committee members Alex Berias, David Kelly, 
Vince Doria and Luis Gazzola, for their great 
help and time regarding the Epping Market 
Project. Thanks also to all the VGA Committee 
members alongside Helena Whitman and 
Tony Imeson for all their managerial skills in 
keeping the VGA going. 

Remember that VGA Vic is your voice in the 
Victorian industry and needs your support. 
Should you require more information about 
the services available to you, please contact 
us.

Sincerely,

David Wallace

   President

The Victorian consumer has certainly hit 
the jackpot this year. Consumers are 

definitely a big winner, being able to buy the 
world’s cheapest and best vegetables and 
fruit; produce that is fresh, clean, nutritionally 
healthy and affordable. So why is produce 
moving so slowly? It is because we are not 
promoting the benefits of our vegetables well 
enough - the great health benefits they bring 
to mums, dads and their kids by reducing 
obesity and poor health.

Are we producing too much? Are we 
growing the wrong vegetables in today’s 
climate? Has consumer taste changed? 
Where does the future lie? Firstly, we need 
to know what our consumer wants! Market 
research is a high priority. What do you think? 
Have you got an answer? 

This industry has always been innovative 
and forward thinking; that’s why most veggie 
growers today are second, third and fourth 
generation producers; a great credit to all 
family businesses. 

But in today’s environment, any 
improvements cost enormous amounts of 
money in relation to equipment, machinery, 
pack houses and cool room improvements. 
The current vegetable prices we receive 
make these long-term investments nearly an 
impossible task. 

Vegetable Growers’ 
Association of Victoria Inc.
Executive Officer, Tony Imeson
Ph: 03 9687 4707 Fax: 03 9687 4723
M: 0414 458 561 E: contact@vgavic.org.au
Mail Box 111, Melbourne Markets
542 Footscray Road, West Melbourne, Vic, 3003
Website: www.VegetablesVictoria.com.au

DISCLAIMER: The purpose of Vegetables Victoria is 
to communicate to the Victorian vegetable industry a 
sample of the activities that are being carried out in 
the state in relation to the VGA Vic. and the National 
Vegetable Levy. The information provided should not be 
interpreted as advice or a recommendation of any kind. 
VGA Vic. and its officers disclaim all liability for any 
error, loss or other consequence which may arise from 
relying on any information in this publication. 

Vegetables Victoria is written and published 
for the Vegetable Growers’ Association of Victoria Inc 
(ABN 80 851 723 010).

Production managed by AUSVEG 
Ph: (03) 9882 0277
Website: www.ausveg.com.au

For Executive Officer’s corner          See page 8
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INdustry 
updatE

Growing Leaders

Craig Arnott and Geoff Foster from Arnott’s Vegetable Farms, as 
well as Stephanie Corrigan of Corrigan’s Produce Farms, are among 
seven Victorians who make up the 13 future leaders who gathered 
on the Gold Coast, Queensland, to commence the fifth Growing 
Leaders - National Vegetable Industry Leadership Program. 

During the six-month period, participants are provided with 
opportunities to meet with federal and state ministers as well as 
industry stakeholder CEOs. They will spend time developing skills, 
visiting key industry organisations such as Melbourne Markets, 
meeting with national leaders and developing nationally significant 
strategies to move the industry forward. 

The Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2012

The Bill, incorporating amendments, was passed by the House of 
Representatives on 15 May 2013. The amended Bill will now be 
considered by the Senate and, if passed, will be presented to the 
Governor-General for the Royal Assent. 

The Bill incorporated several amendments made since its 
introduction into the Parliament in November 2012. One notable 
amendment changes the commencement date for the reforms 
from 1 July 2013 to 1 July 2014. This change will give the APVMA 
more time to explain the detailed implications of the reforms to 
stakeholders. The revised commencement date will also give the 
APVMA and agvet chemicals industry more time to adjust to new 
ways of doing business. 

COAG Reforms for a Single, National Regulatory 
Framework for agricultural and veterinary 
chemicals 

Primary Industries Ministers from most states and territories signed 
an intergovernmental agreement on 3 May 2013. This finalises a 
commitment to implement a single national framework that will improve 
consistency in ‘control of use’ regulation and reduce compliance costs 
across state boundaries. As part of the reforms, DAFF is developing 
a National Produce Monitoring System that is aimed at closing the 
feedback loop for the regulation system. The Department will be 
engaging with stakeholders as part of the project’s development. 

New Rules For Checking Worker Entitlements

Information is now available on the VGA website www.vgavic.org.au 
regarding the steps required to comply with the new legislation that will 
be effective as of 1st July 2013. 

In short: If a business has a workforce which comprises seasonal 
labour and has a high and frequent turnover of workers, a practical 
approach may be to have a formal contractual agreement with a labour 
supplier, such as an employment agency, obligating them to undertake 
checks and to only supply workers who are allowed to work in Australia.

Employers will be considered to have taken reasonable steps by 
sighting any of the following:
•	 An Australian or New Zealand passport; or
•	 A passport issued by the government of another country and 

using a VEVO check confirming they are still a permanent 
resident and therefore still allowed to work; or

•	 Another form of photo identification issued by an Australian 
government agency.

Representatives of the Growing Leaders program observing 
meetings of the vegetable industry Design Teams.
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VEgEtablE Expo coNtINuEd…

Leppington & Berwick Speedy Seedlings were awarded the Best 
Exhibitor Site for their outstanding exhibit featuring hundreds of 
vegetable seedlings. 

However, the judging for Best Seed Company Growing Plot was so 
close this year that judges had to take in all aspects of the site. The 
ultimate winner was Terranova Seeds, with Lefroy Valley a very close 
runner-up and WHS being given a special mention by the judges. 

The following businesses are acknowledged for their generous 
support of the National Vegetable Expo – Werribee 2013:
Good Fruit & Vegetables; Excel Events; Terranova Seeds; Monsanto; 
Melbourne Market Authority; EE Muir & Sons; Bejo Seeds; AgSafe; 
Nufarm; DuPont; Southern Farmer; The Coffee Cart and The Potato 
Man.

The excellent weather on Thursday and rainless Friday ensured 
a record number of visitors to the National Vegetable Expo. 

VGA Vic President David Wallace welcomed Neale Burgess MP, 
Tim Pallas MP and Heather Marcus, Mayor Wyndham City Council, 
who toured the Expo site on Friday. Expo Chairman, Les Giroud, 
entertained local school children as they excitedly went from the 
seed plots to trade exhibits taking great delight in the big boy’s toys.

A representative of Terranova Seeds (left) accepts the Best 
Crop award from VGA Vic President David Wallace (right).
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Colin & Paul Gazzola with Frances Tolson.

A busy time in the fields.

See companies with their 
products on display.

VGA Vic represented by Tony Imeson & Helena Whitman.
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This year Victoria was well-represented at the AUSVEG Convention 
with many growers attending both the Emerging Technologies 

Seminar and the Convention. The focus of the Emerging Technologies 
Seminar was on future technology with speakers on all subjects 
including innovation, genetics, robotics and genomics.

Highlights of the Convention were the Panel Forum discussion on 
‘Food Industry Security’ and the ‘Great Debate - Genetic Modification’ 
however, the presentation by Pam Hawkes, co-owner of Black Caviar 
had the audience spell-bound. Pam’s passion about the horse as well as 
her ‘show and tell’ of trophies and rugs enthralled the audience.

Salah Sukkarieh, Professor of Robotics and Intelligent Systems from 
the University of Sydney, not only amazed the audience with examples 
of field robotics already in operation but showed how these systems 
could be further developed to support the vegetable farms of the future.

The Women in Horticulture Broadwater Cruise was a welcome relaxation 
on the final day of the Convention. Maureen Dobra was the Master 
of Ceremonies for the event which featured a presentation by Tina 
Lamattina, last year’s Women In Horticulture Award winner, and Senator 
Anne Ruston.

The Trade Displays were impressive with many incentives and prizes 
on offer. Bernadette Bulmer won the major prize for the ‘Best Critter’ 
created using vegetables. This was a very competitive contest with many 
attendees displaying their creative skills. 

There were many Victorian finalists in all categories for this year’s 
Awards for Excellence and winners included:

Coles Rising Star of the Year - Stuart Jennings (VIC)
Visy Industry Impact Award - Australian Bio-Plastics (VIC)

Congratulations to all the AUSVEG staff for another excellent event.

convention another success for ausVEg
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Following on from the inaugural Women in Horticulture Grower 
Tour to Italy and Israel last year, AUSVEG is pleased to announce 
that it will be facilitating another study tour of Europe for Women in 
Horticulture, from 23 September to 6 October 2013. 

The tour is set to visit Italy and Spain, examining the diverse 
and innovative horticultural production in these countries. The 
women who attended last year’s Tour all described it as a “once in 
a lifetime experience.” AUSVEG anticipates another exciting and 
enlightening journey to Europe. 

The tour will cost $2,200 for vegetable levy payers. Individuals 
interested in attending the study tour, or obtaining additional 
information, should contact AUSVEG as soon as possible on (03) 
9822 0388 or e-mail at valetta.fernandes@ausveg.com.au with 
expressions of interest.

For vegetable growers around Australia, Monday 13 May 2013 
marked a nation-wide first for the delivery of agronomic support 

to levy payers. AUSVEG, in conjunction with Horticulture Australia 
(HAL), launched the industry-driven 1800 Agronomist hotline last 
month at E.E. Muir & Sons Head Office in Laverton, Victoria. 

the hotline is now live and free to 
access for all vegetable levy payers 
around australia. growers are 
encouraged to call 1800 247 666 
to seek information about their on-
farm issues.

Women in 
Horticulture 
study tour

1800 agronomist Hotline launched
The aim of the hotline is to provide up-to-date technical information 
relevant to the specific circumstances of vegetable growers. 

“The industry felt that a 1800 hotline was the easiest and most 
cost-effective way to address potential lack of access to technical 
information on a national basis,” said Andrew White, Manager of 
Industry and Communications at AUSVEG. 

“The service provides an avenue to access technical information 
that will assist those growers who would otherwise be unable to 
access such information,” Mr White said.

For AUSVEG, understanding the individual needs of the growers 
is a primary concern. The 1800 number will assist in figuring out 
how best to address on-farm issues, which range from pest control 
to post harvest. Importantly, the hotline will assist in bridging the 
gap between growers’ needs and the published research. 

The hotline will be integrated closely with the R&D Knowledge 
Management System accessible for free via the AUSVEG website 
(www.ausveg.com.au). AUSVEG say it is confident that the hotline 
will be a cost-effective and efficient program to address knowledge 
gaps among growers.
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The National Vegetable Expo held in May 
2013 at Werribee was again a great 

success with good crowds attending on both 
days. It was encouraging to have young 
local school groups involved with overseas 
visitors from South Africa and New Zealand 
as well our own interstate visitors attending. 
It was rewarding to have representatives 
from the State Government and Opposition 
together with the Mayor of Wyndham Shire 
Council visiting on Friday, even though the 
Expo is not a political event. An excellent 
dinner was held on the Thursday night at 

the Italian Sports and Social Club at Werribee when presentations were 
made for the Best Seed Plot Terranova to Seeds and Trade Exhibitor 
to Leppington Speedy Seedlings. Special thanks to Bejo Seeds who 
sponsored the Dinner. The Expo Committee is now looking toward to 
planning the next National Vegetable Expo in 2015.

“Lest We Forget” is a familiar saying with ANZAC and Remembrance 
Days for our war heroes, however, it is also a reminder that we should not 
forget growers require WATER to quench the thirst of dry land and instill 
life in the soil to encourage the growth of vegetables. Growers can enjoy 
the best of sunny weather and good soil but if there is no available water 
then crops will not grow and growers end up with no vegetables to market 
to our growing population. Relying on rainfall is one thing but having 
essential water storage is another; farm dams must be allowed to be 
constructed in order to store this important component of the vegetable 
industry.

Urban sprawl from a rising population in Victoria is now providing 
growers with the option of moving their farms further away from suburbia. 
It is widely held that vegetable growers and housing development do 
not mix due to tractors, pumps, irrigation and spraying of crops. In 
accordance, both the State and Federal Governments need to view the 
fresh vegetable industry as a supplier for domestic needs on a national 
scale for all Australians. 

The Vegetable Growers’ Association of Victoria (VGA Vic) has held a 
long and proud alliance with WFI and has been working together, serving 

the Victorian vegetable industry throughout this time. It is through this 
relationship that WFI offers VGA Vic members competitive and flexible 
quotes on their insurance. In return VGA Vic receives a commission 
through client referrals, which benefits the organisation without 
impacting your premium. When discussing insurance requirements with 
your WFI representative please mention that you support VGA Vic.

The AUSVEG Convention held on the Gold Coast recently was once 
again a great success for the vegetable industry. For those who were 
not able to attend you missed a wide ranging coverage of our industry. 
I extend congratulations to all the AUSVEG industry award winners for 
2013.

There are other similar conferences and tours both within Australia 
and overseas especially aimed at the younger grower. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to see your levy contribution actively working for the industry 
and enabling not only established vegetable growers but young growers 
to experience modern technology and methods of farming in other 
countries. As members you are kept updated and a call to Helena 
Whitman would confirm any information you may require.

VGA Vic. proudly recognises our industry supporters:

Tony Imeson

Keep Smiling,

Remember VGA Vic is YOUR voice of the Victorian vegetable industry and 
needs your support. Should you require more information about vegetable 
industry services available to you, please contact : 

Helena Whitman, Executive Manager:
Mobile: 0407 772 299. Email: helena.w@vgavic.org.au

Tony Imeson, Executive Officer. 
Mobile: 0414 458 561.
Office Phone: 03 9687 4707. Fax 03 9687 4723. 
Email: tony.i@vgavic.org.au.

ExEcutIVE OFFIcEr’S cOrnEr


