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Victorian vegetable growers should be happy 
to learn that a small part of their contributions 
to the National Vegetable Levy is being 
returned to assist State Associations provide 
direct services to their members. 

The Vegetable Growers Association (VGA) of Victoria 
has been asked to participate in the Collaborative 
Industry Organisations (CIO) project through 
Horticulture Australia and the National Vegetable Levy. 

VGA executive officer, Tony Imeson welcomed 
the project adding it would improve the provision of 
research and development of communication direct to 
Victorian vegetable growers. 

Mr Imeson said the new project was another positive 
step for the industry in moving forward and offering 
more services to growers.

Another invaluable project commenced nearly a 
year ago when the VGA formed a partnership with 
the Victorian Department of Primary Industries’ (DPI) 
Horticulture Industry Network (HIN). This saw the 
return of the “much needed” Industry Development 
Officers back to Victoria.

Mr Imeson said the HIN project was proving a very 
positive scheme for the two IDOs based in the west and 
east of the State.

“The advantage of this project has been the IDOs 
working alongside the VGA and the growers and having 
direct access to DPI’s research and support services,” he 
said.

He said the program also allowed them to forge 
valuable networks with other industry IDOs.    

VGA clocks up a great year with major 
projects pushing industry ahead...

Growers, members and guests were privy to the highs and 
lows of the Vegetable Growers Association of Victoria’s past 12 
months at the recent Annual General Meeting.

Held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Melbourne, some of the items 
discussed were the Association’s operations which included reports from 
the President, Treasurer and Executive Officer. In thanking committee 
members for their support of the past 12 months, the President made 
reference to two resignations received from the Executive Committee; 
Silvio Favero and Tom Schreurs. Both have held positions with the 
Association over numerous years and best wishes were extended for the 
future.

The election of Office Bearers and Executive Committee Members 
provided the Association with a sound base for 2010/2011 and 
congratulations were extended to the re-election of President, Luis Gazzola.

Following the close of business, delegates heard a thought-provoking 
industry report session presented by representatives from AUSVEG, 
Horticulture Australia, the Melbourne Market Authority, the Victorian 
Department of Primary Industries, the Victorian Farmers Federation and 
the VGA’s Industry Development Officers from the east and west. 

Over dinner, guests heard from NSW grower and chair of the 
Vegetable Industry Advisory Committee, Jeff McSpedden. 

Elected Office Bearers and Executive Committee 2010/2011:

Executive Committee: 

Lamattina, Rocky Lamattina, Anthony Mason, Roger Turner.   

AGM 
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president’s report

Greetings to all growers, industry associates and 
general associates of the Victorian Vegetable 
Industry.
Looking ahead

In my winter report I stated that I was standing down as 
your President at the next Annual General Meeting (AGM). 
After further consideration and consultation with the executive 
officer and committee members, I have renominated for a 
further six months. The Association has made good progress 
and achieved recognition with projects received from the 
Victorian Department of Primary Industries (DPI) as well as 
Horticulture Australia. 

It was therefore considered that the Association should 
conduct a review of its current and future operations. It seemed 
appropriate that a six-month period be allocated for the new 
executive committee to obtain recommendations to enable the 
Association to continue its forward development.

Weather offers challenges for growers
The weather cycle has turned and the long awaited rainfall 

has arrived and provided more than normal averages. This 
has presented growers with difficult working conditions for 
planting and harvesting, with some crops suffering from the wet 
conditions. Although there are still plenty of vegetables available, 
we can look forward to warmer weather during summer.

A trip up north
I travelled to Mildura with our industry development 

officer for the West, Helena Whitman during September and 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting growers in the areas along the 
Murray Valley. I also attended a locust information meeting 
presented by the Victorian DPI and supported by the Vegetable 
Growers Association of Victoria. (see story page 8)

There have been several area locust information meetings 
presented by the DPI and I encourage all growers to obtain the 
information. The spraying program will provide some control in 
the hatching areas and reduce a possible widespread plague.

Our local vegetable industry needs strong government 
support

My commitments as your President over the past year have 
involved many meetings with a wide range of vegetable industry 
groups, State politicians and bureaucrats. Although the reasons 
for these meetings have been varied, my message from the 
vegetable industry has remained the same – in order to avoid 
the demise of the local vegetable industry, they must recognise 
its value, and support initiatives that promote fresh Australian-
grown produce, while rejecting policies which facilitate the 
growing number of imports onto the Australian market.

I would thank David Wallace our Senior Vice President for his 
commitment in attending meetings and our Executive Officer, 
Tony Imeson for his support and assistance in dealing with 
industry issues and managing our office at the Melbourne Market.

Luis Gazzola

See Page 11 for Executive Officer’s Corner >

DISCLAIMER: The purpose of Vegetables Victoria is 
to communicate to the Victorian Vegetable Industry 
a sample of the activities that are being carried out in 
the State in relation to the VGA Vic. and the National 
Vegetable Levy. 

The information provided should not be interpreted 
as an advice or recommendation of any kind. VGA 
Vic. and its officers disclaim all liability for any error, 
loss or other consequence which may arise from your 
relying on any information in this publication.

Vegetables Victoria is written and published 
for the Vegetable Growers Association of 
Victoria Inc (ABN 80 851 723 010) 
by AgriHort Communications Pty Ltd (ABN 53 869 534 356)  

Publisher: AgriHort Communications P/L  
PO Box 192 Park Orchards VIC 3114  
Managing Editor: Katie Fisher P: (03) 9812 2209 M: 0402 444 878  
F: (03) 9812 2209  E: katiefisher@optusnet.com.au   
W: www.agrihortcommunications.com.au 
Design & Production: Grant Nelson, AgriHort Communications P/L

Vegetable Growers’ 
Association of Victoria Inc.
Executive Officer, Tony Imeson
(t): 03 9687 4707  (f): 03 9687 4723  
(m): 0414 458 561  (e): contact@vgavic.org.au
Mail Box 111, Melbourne Markets
542 Footscray Road, West Melbourne, Vic, 3003
Website: www.vegetablesvictoria.com.au

AGM update
At our AGM last month, two of our long-standing 

executive committee members did not re-nominate, 
Silvio Favero and Tom Schreurs. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank both members for their many years of 
loyal support of the Association and the Vegetable industry 
in the numerous positions they have served. 

It was a pleasure to accept the new nomination of Paul 
Doria to join the executive committee.

Luis Gazzola

FROM THE AGM...
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There’s always better value at CRT.
www.crt.com.au

We know Horticulture
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For more information email: hortifocus@ruralco.com.au

Xentari is the specialist biological insecticide developed for 
fast, effective and unequal control of diamond back moth  
in cabbages, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts and broccoli. 

It also provides excellent control of cabbage white butterfly, 
cabbage-centre grub and cabbage cluster caterpillar. 

Talk to you CRT Local Bloke about the benefits of using 
Xentari for caterpillar/grub control on cole crops. 

These include:
 

 www.sumitomo-chem.com.au
 

 partner with conventional chemistry
 

 on beneficial insect, allowable  
 input in organic farming systems

Your CRT Local Bloke has all the 
horticulture solutions you need.

Melbourne’s south east is set to become a major fresh food 
production centre for the population, with plans to establish a 
food belt on the city’s fringe.

Known as the “Bunyip Food Belt Project” the aim is to 
establish an intensive irrigated food production zone. 

The project will be led by the Cardinia and Casey Councils, 
in conjunction with South East Water. Plans include securing 
access to Class-A recycled water for growers from the Eastern 
Treatment Plant in order to ensure the future of agricultural 
farming in the Bunyip Basin.

Cardinia Shire Council, Chief Executive Officer, Garry 
McQuillan said the area in the Bunyip Basin was well positioned 
for intensive horticultural production with good access to 
markets in Melbourne, good soils and an ideal climate. 

“The only missing link has been a reliable water source and 
that will be available by 2013,” Mr McQuillan said.

Bunyip Food Belt Project – set to offer prosperous food zone
He added the 

project could re-use 
up to 26 gigalitres of 
recycled water each 
year.

Vegetable Growers 
Association of 
Victoria president, 
Luis Gazzola believes 
the project will 
attract irrigated food 
production to the Lang Lang sand belt and beyond.

“Not only does the proposal address the issue of food security by 
using the best soils to grow fresh food with safe “Class A” recycled 
water, it will also create job opportunities in our fresh produce 
industries,” Mr Gazzola said.

The project will seek preliminary expressions of interest as part 
of a feasibility study.

Local Governments welcome growers from other areas coming 
into the Bunyip Food Belt and setting up their farms.  

Please contact your Industry Development Officer if you 
require further information or would like to attend an 
Information Session.   

“Not only does the proposal address the issue of food 
security by using the best soils to grow fresh food with 

safe “Class A” recycled water, it will also create job 
opportunities in our fresh produce industries.” 

VGA president, Luis Gazzola.

BUNYIP FOOD BELT

EASTERN 
TREATMENT 

PLANT
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PACKENHAM
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Annual VGA Golf Day
triumphs again
The annual Vegetable Growers Association of Victoria 
(VGA) Golf Day, now in its third year, was held at the 
Lang Lang Golf Club in August.

There was no shortage of willing participants and early showers 
did not deter competitors. A record field of 25 teams assembled for 
tee off at 9am. But before all participants arrived, VGA volunteers 
were working hard to make sure that everything was ready for a 
successful start. VGA life member, Jack Walker arrived well before 
the rest of the field, installing signs and sponsor banners, and 
providing assistance to arriving golfers.

Again, the day would not have been the success it was if it 
weren’t for the main sponsors, Melbourne Market Authority and EE 
Muir & Sons.

Despite some rain early in the morning, the Lang Lang Golf 
course held up magnificently. Built on pure sand which allows 
natural drainage and surrounded by scenic forest landscapes and 
native wildlife, this golf course received admiration from our 
players. The field of teams set out on the challenging 18 hole 
Ambrose competition. 

Trophy winners were: 
‘The Rum Runners’; Robert Jamieson, Sean Campbell, Leon 

Heinze and Luke Dalton. 
The runners-up, with just one stroke behind, were the team from 

‘Favero Gardens’; Gary Kemperman, Bill King, Chris Simmon and 
David Favero.

Our volunteers were overwhelmed by the success of the raffle 
for the benefit of the Waverley Auxiliary of the Royal Childrens’ 
Hospital. 

The VGA would like to acknowledge the fantastic generosity of our 
industry sponsors who made this great event possible: Australian Crate 
Exchange, Melbourne Market Authority, EE Muir & Sons, Bejo Seeds, 
Berwick Insurance, ELDERS, Favero Gardens, Gazzola Farms,  
Gendore Tractors, Glenmac Tractors, Polyfoam, QBE Insurance, 
Rabobank, SE Organic Fertilisers, Syngenta Seeds, Viscount Plastics, 
Transplant Systems and WesFarmers Insurance.   
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A recent series of workshops held in East Gippsland 
and Cranbourne have highlighted the importance of 
soil health in the fight against plant diseases affecting 
the Victorian vegetable industry. 

The successful road shows had more 
than 20 growers at each event with 
feedback highlighting the need for 
more invaluable sessions.

Slobodan Vujovic (right), the 
Vegetable Growers Association (VGA) 
industry development officer for the 
East explains.

The workshops, which took place in Lindenow, East Gippsland, 
and Cranbourne, east of Melbourne in August were part of a 
national road show organised by the Victorian Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI). 

Coordinated in conjunction with the VGA, the workshops 
provided growers with the opportunity to hear about the latest 
research from the national Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
disease program, funded through the National Vegetable Levy.

The workshops were an opportunity for growers to access the 
latest research findings in the area of IPM management of soil-
borne and foliar diseases, as well as provide an opportunity for 
growers to ask questions, voice concerns and discuss the direction 
of future research.

The workshops attracted more than 20 participants at each 
location, and the feedback from growers was that soil health is 
one of their main concerns, and that they wanted to hear the latest 
information first-hand from the researchers themselves. 

One lettuce grower from Robinvale, in northern Victoria, travelled 
more than six hours just to attend the Cranbourne workshop.

Workshop highlights included:
A presentation by Oscar Villalta, a pathologist from DPI Vic 

at Knoxfield, who presented results from his IPM project on 
Sclerotinia. Mr Villalta said Sclerotinia diseases caused major losses 
in lettuce, beans, carrots, brassicas and peas, and that intense 
cropping and the use of Sclerotinia susceptible crops in rotations 
had led to a build up of Sclerotinia in the soil. 

He suggested that effective methods for Sclerotinia control 
should integrate strategies such as rotation, cultural practice, 
disease production and fungicides. Laboratory and field trials 
assessing new fungicide treatments and cultural control options 
have also resulted in encouraging results. 

Latest findings of national IPM disea

Growers at the Cranbourne workshop listening to the importance of soil health.

666

“The workshops were an opportunity for growers to access 
the latest research findings in the area of IPM management 

of soil-borne and foliar diseases...”

Lindenow...
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DPI pathologist, Caroline Donald presented her research 
investigating the effect of green manure and biofumigant (brassica) 
crops on disease yield and soil. 

Ms Donald said demonstration trials show Indian mustard as a 
green manure rotation crop significantly reduces lettuce drop and bean 
root diseases. She added that brassica biofumigant crops suppressed 
or significantly reduced the incidence of soil diseases like Sclerotinia, 
Fusarium, Pythium and Rhizoctonia.

Researcher, Cassie Scoble has investigated a novel control option for 
IPM. Her research is exploring the potential of natural plant-derived 
volatile compounds such as allyl isothiocynates (ITCs) and terpenes 
which kill off soil-borne pathogens. 

Laboratory and glasshouse studies have identified several products 
including essential oils and mustard oil blends which kill the mycelium 
of soil-borne pathogens of vegetables. These products are being evaluated 
in the field as pre-plant soil treatments for their potential to reduce 
vegetable diseases and reduce pathogen inoculum carry-over in soil.

A presentation by Liz Minchinton and Joanne Petkowski, both 
from DPI at Knoxfield, looked at the management of Downey Mildew 
and White Blister in brassica crops. Management strategies for these 
diseases include the use of plant resistant varieties, irrigating crops 
in the morning to reduce leaf wetness and using disease forecasting 
models when cropping susceptible varieties.

Ian Porter, also of DPI Knoxfield, presented information about the 
newly developed ‘C-Calc’ computer tool, which estimates the carbon 
contribution to soils, which helps growers choose more effective crop 
rotation regimes.

 For more information about all projects mentioned above please 
contact your IDO or DPI Knoxfield on 9210 9222.  

ase program unveiled

“The workshops attracted more than 20 participants at 
each location, and the feedback from growers was that 

soil health is one of their main concerns...”
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contact your IDO or DPI Knoxfield on 9210 9222.
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The Mildura region is well known as a horticultural 
production hub with some of the State’s largest and 
most productive vegetable farms. Many grape and 
citrus growers also produce vegetables between 
seasons. 

During a recent visit to the region, Vegetable Growers 
Association (VGA) industry development officer - West, Helena 
Whitman and VGA President, Luis Gazzola took the opportunity 
to meet with some local growers on their farms to learn more 
about the Mildura vegetable industry.

“Mildura is home to about 50 growers spread across both 
sides of the River, growing mainly caspsicum, eggplant, zucchini, 
asparagus and melons,” Ms Whitman said.

“Like most growers, they face regional challenges, but many 
of them are resilient enough to work around these issues and 
contribute to a thriving local industry.”

On the New South Wales side of the river, brothers Ange 
and Carlo Morello have 28 hectares on which they produce 
capsicum, eggplant and zucchini. Early crops begin in plastic 
tunnels allowing the plants a good start and then the plastic is 
removed as the plants mature and strengthen. 

Carlo Morello recently gave up a full-time job to join his 
brother on the farm. Both Carlo and Ange see a good future for 
vegetable production in the area and are building a new packing 
shed to cope with increased production.

Equally optimistic about the future of vegetable production in 
the region are brothers Simon and Adrian Ribents, who have just 
planted 11ha of garlic, and are talking of expanding. They are 
currently trialing four garlic varieties to determine which has the 
most appeal in the market place.

One of the most established vegetable farms in the region 
is Rocky Lamattina & Sons. As one of the largest carrot 
producers in Australia, the Lamattinas are able to process up 
to 1000 tonnes of carrots a week year-round by spreading their 
production across two properties – 2804ha at Wemen, on the 
banks of the Murray, and another 2804ha in the cooler climates 
of Kaniva, which allows the Lamattinas to plant crops in the 
summer months. 

With water security being a major issue facing Murray 
Basin irrigators, the Lamattinas have based the bulk of their 
production around centre pivots – a decision which has resulted 

in a number of gained efficiencies. A planned rotation system 
sees each pivot rest for two years between production to allow 
the soil to recover and to minimise soil borne pests and diseases. 

“Phillip (Lamattina) says that they have retained an area 
of upright sprinklers as a constant reminder of how labour-
intensive this kind of operation was compared to new, efficient 
technologies,” Ms Whitman said. 

A significant concern for the Lamattina family is the possible 
attack of locusts on their crops, with significant populations 
expected to hatch across the southern states in the coming 
weeks. Last season the property was affected by locusts, with 
the complete loss of seedlings from one pivot, and considerable 
damage to seedlings around several others. Although no egg 
beds have been found on their property, there is apprehension 
about migrating populations from the north.

The threat of locusts is a concern echoed by a number of 
growers, and a topic that was addressed at a regional Locust 
Update meeting in Mildura. Arranged as part of Ms Whitman’s 
trip, in conjunction with the Department of Primary Industries 
Climate Adaptation Manager, Pam Strange, the event provided 
local growers with the latest information about the locust 
situation and chemicals approved for use by vegetable growers.   

Vegetable industry thrives in Mildura

“Mildura is home to about 50 growers spread across 
both sides of the River, growing mainly caspsicum, 

eggplant, zucchini, asparagus and melons.” 
VGA industry development officer - West, Helena Whitman

Luis Gazzola and local grower, Plenio Petruccio.                           

Ange Morello, Helena Whitman and Carlo Morello.

Phillip Lamattina and Luis Gazzola.
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Food Safety and Environmental trainer 
with 10 years experience

�  Freshcare – full, upgrade or transitional
� HACCP
� Environmental
� OH&S
� Food Handlers Certifi cates

FO
O

D
SAFETY&QUALITY

For further information or 
to book training contact: 

Helena Whitman
Mb: 0407 77 22 99
Ph: (03) 5429 5220
Email: helenaw@bigpond.net.au

All Freshcare group training is now eligible 
for 100% FarmReady reimbursement.  

Farmers are being urged to check that their machinery has adequate safety 
guarding as part of a state wide Work Safe campaign launched in July.

Of particular concern to authorities is the lack of guarding on power take-off (PTO) 
shafts, which can turn at thousands of revolutions a minute.

“A PTO guard is basically a life-saving device which protects you from getting caught up 
in the rotating parts which connect a tractor with an attachment like an auger or a slasher,” 
WorkSafe’s Executive Director (Health and Safety), Ian Forsyth said.

“If you are not using a PTO guard, you’re putting yourself and others at risk of being 
pulled into the rotating shaft by hair or clothing.

“Most farmers would have a good understanding of what a fast-rotating shaft looks like. You 
don’t need a lot of imagination to understand what happens when something goes wrong.”

Since the commencement of the 12-month farm safety campaign, WorkSafe Victoria has 
issued more than 200 safety improvement notices. More than half of these notices were 
issued for safety issues associated with plant and equipment – one of the biggest causes of 
workplace injury and death.

Other common safety issues include forklift safety issues, inadequate chemical storage 
and failure to implement a traffic management system.

“Now is the time to get safety right. If you’ve been farming for decades, its time to start 
thinking the job through rather than just relying on your skills and experience,”  
Mr Forsyth said. 

Farmers urged to 
make safety a priority

“If you are not using a PTO guard, 
you’re putting yourself and others 

at risk of being pulled into the 
rotating shaft by hair or clothing.”

WorkSafe’s, Ian Forsyth.
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A win for local growers
The Vegetable Growers Association (VGA) of Victoria’s  

President, Luis Gazzola has been heavily lobbying the Victorian 
Government to investigate cropping lands south-east of 
Melbourne - from Pearcedale around the Western Port Bay to 
the Lang Lang sand belt including East Gippsland. 

This area requires zoning, rating, as well as extensive 
planning for water security and buffer zones between urban and 
long term farming.

Finally, growers will be consulted more frequently and 
included in town planning and infrastructure development that 
would include food processing and industry services support.

Consultants and committees have now been established to 
consider the future security of horticulture, with the proposed 
project called “The Bunyip Food Bowl” (see cover story). 
Further details will be issued through our industry development 
officer project notes.

VGA supporting consumer marketing
VGA Vic continues to provide support to the Melbourne 

Market Authority (MMA) marketing team in the numerous 
promotional programs and events held in Victoria. 

These events provide the vegetable industry with the 
opportunity to engage in discussions with consumers about 
selection, preparation and cooking of fresh vegetables. 

The MMA Schools program is making excellent contact with 
young children in all aspects of fresh produce.

Keep Smiling,
Tony Imeson

“Finally, growers will be consulted more 
frequently and included in town planning and 
infrastructure development that would include 
food processing and industry services support.”

For the latest Victorian vegetable information visit our web 
site at www.vegetablesvictoria.com.au or www.vgavic.org.au

For more information contact: VGA’s Executive Officer, Tony 
Imeson on Tel: (03) 9687 4707, Fax (03) 9687 4723 or 
Email: contact@vgavic.org.au 

executive officer’s corner

VGA Vic. proudly recognises our industry supporters:
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Healthy soils workshop attracts healthy audience
Up to 38 growers attended a popular workshop last 

month highlighting the importance of maintaining healthy 
soils for maximum productivity. Held at Cranbourne, 
coordinated by AUSVEG and chaired by VGA Victoria’s 
President, Luis Gazzola, the workshop’s message reiterated 
the chemical, biological and physical properties of soil and 
the connection between soil health and profitable farming 
systems.

Speakers included: Ian Porter of the Victoria DPI, 
who emphasised how soil health management was about 
improving profits; Rohan Davies of Incitec Pivot, who 
explained enhanced efficacy fertilisers in soil health and 
crop nutrition; David Richards of DuPont who reviewed 
the applications and qualities of “Coregan” an insecticide 
product registered for a wide range of vegetable crops 
and Theo Jacometti, co-owner and director of Boomeroo 
Nurseries who discussed their corporate ethos with respect 
to business development.


